










Rhema Book Club

I have to be honest in saying how much I enjoyed April’s Book Club 
selection It’s Your Time by Joel Osteen.  In the midst of this ongoing 
recession it is essential for all of us to remember our many blessings 
and the true power of our Father to not only protect us but deliver us to 
more prosperous times.  Pastor Osteen relates over 
and over the great capacity our Creator has and how 
He has transformed lives throughout time.  Like the 

palm tree, we will weather this storm, bending under adversity only to rise up, straighter 
and stronger when it is finished!!!  As Christians, we know where our true strength lies 
and it is not in the material world.   

 I found the analogy of us as seeds to be especially relative in these trying times.  
How many times have I heard people describe themselves as “buried”... buried under 
debt, buried under work, buried under stress.  Yet that is like describing ourselves as 
“dead”.  We bury the dead.  We do not expect them to come back after that.  Such a defeated attitude can 
only bring us further down!  Instead let us describe ourselves as “planted”.  Since we carry the seed of 
God Almighty in our souls, when we are planted, we will push up through our difficulties and grow into the 
destiny God has ordained for us.  

	 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith
	 and love that are in Christ Jesus.  1 Tim 1:14 

So, like the tiniest seeds, let us all know that the love of Christ will bring us through anything this reces-
sion can dish out!  Let us use this pressure to transform ourselves into something better.  My mother used 
to say that “gold cannot be beautiful until it is pounded into something else, so be grateful for the pound-
ing”.  When people ask how you are... tell them I am blessed, I am strong and I am getting stronger!!!  
May the grace of our Heavenly Father be with all of you.  -Patricia Beall Gruits

One small change I want to make in the Rhema Book Club is regarding The One Year Chronological 
Bible.  Rather than include this as a monthly selection I am asking that you instead read from it through-
out the year.  I will try to include a comment in this column during the year, but I believe that we will all 
benefit from a slower, continual reading.  I will add another book later to take its place as a monthly
selection.  -PBG 

Our May Book Club selection, I am pleased to announce, will be A Leader in the Making, written by 
Joyce Meyer.  I hope you will join us for a “High Tea” in May.   Food and fellowship is always wonderful 
when shared with loyal supporters.  I look forward to seeing all of you there.  Please call the office for
further information.  -PBG

To order this book and all book club selections call 
248-608-8050, or visit www.peterpat.com and go

to the Additional Reading Material Section.

The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree.
Psalm 92:12


