




ers with infants or small children, 
some were elderly, and some 
were very ill, but all were in need.  
The crowd was overwhelming to 
me but not to the RHEMA doctor 
and nurses.  They met with each 
patient one by one and stayed 
until each had been seen, giving 
an additional package of food to 
mothers with infants. 

It is astonishing as an adult liv-
ing in the United States to under-
stand the need that is prevalent 
in Haiti.  The earthquake that hit 
Port-au-Prince on January 12, 

2010 was devastating.  It resulted 
in 300,000 deaths and 1.5 mil-
lion people left homeless and 
displaced with broken families.*   
Driving through Port-au-Prince, 
I was astounded to see that four 
months after the earthquake 
rubble still filled the streets, tent 
cities covered entire blocks of the 
city and continued to the outskirts 
of town.   Families who previously 
lived in single family homes now 
sleep next to extended relatives 
and friends in tents provided by 
relief groups. Port-A-Jon’s serve 

as the only means of sanitation. 
Power and electricity are scarce. 
Foreign medical workers make 
their way through the tent cities 
providing basic health care.  

Soon after the earthquake it 
became evident that such destruc-
tion was not just the outcome of 
the earthquake itself but a result 
of many of the issues that have 
plagued Haiti for centuries - exces-
sive population density, a lack of 
adequate building standards, the 
catastrophic state of the environ-
ment, unregulated land use and 
an unbalanced distribution of 
economic activity.  When there is 
so much to be done, it is hard to 
know where to start.

It was a blessing to see that 
even when surrounded by poverty 
and destruction, RHEMA has built 
a solid foundation.  Not only have 
the buildings been spared damage 
from the earthquake but the provi-
sion of health care, food distribu-
tion programs, and the people who 
have been working with RHEMA for 
years, have provided steps in the 
right direction to help empower the 
Haitian people to have a new start. 

“Action Plan for the Reconstruction 
and National Development of Haiti”, 
Government of Haiti, March 19, 2010.

Christmas
Gala Benefit

Calling all gifted individuals!!!
Rhema is in search of the individuals 
whom God has blessed with talents.  
Perhaps you are a photographer or 
you paint or do a craft.  There are also 
individuals who can provide services, 
such as, singing lessons, piano lessons 
etc.  We need your help!  Donate your 
talent to the Rhema International 3rd 
Annual auction.  Call the office and let 
us know what talents you have and wish 
to share.  This is the perfect opportunity 
to share what God has so freely given.  
You can make a difference!

Sunday, December 5, 2010
Twin Lake Country Club in Oakland Twp.

Save
the Date.

Volunteers
Needed!!!
Call the office

for further
details.

RHEMA nurse meets with a mother 
and her children at a Traveling Clinic.

Four months after the earthquake 
Haitians still live in Tent Cities.

Patients wait to be seen by
the Doctor.

Patricia D. Gruits



Rhema Book Club

This month’s RHEMA Book Club selection is by Christian author, Gary 
Chapman.  With over 20 years of marriage counseling, Dr. Chapman has 
developed a positive and effective method to improve, not only marriages, 
but all relationships.  With the divorce rate at 50% and climbing (in the 
church as well as outside it), it is vital that we know how 
to show and receive love in a positive way.  It pains my 
heart to see this type of sorrow and the often lasting effects 
divorce can have on so many people.

We have all known couples who seemed to instinctively 
live in love and harmony.  We have all wondered how they 

did it.  Was there a special blessing from God or were they just lucky?  In his book, Dr. 
Chapman identifies 5 styles of communicating and receiving love: 
     Words of Affirmation • Quality Time • Gifts • Acts of Service • Physical Touch

He proposes that each of us identifies with one of these love languages more than the others.  By 
choosing to speak the language that is most important to our spouse or family member, we communicate 
love to them.  Sometimes being kind and loving to our spouse and family is harder than with total strangers.  
Dr. Chapman brings a passage from the Apostle Luke on how to stretch ourselves, especially in a 
relationship which has grown very hard:

I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who mistreat you... Do to others as you would have them do to you.  If 
you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  Even “sinners” love those who love them.   
Luke 6:27 - 33

Let us include in our prayers to ask God’s favor as we work to build and repair the pain in our most 
personal relationships.  When there is strength in our hearts and homes, then are we truly a light to the 
world. 

Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and 
overflowing, will be poured into your lap.  For the measure with which you measure will in return
be measured out to you.  Luke 6:38

Have a blessed and joyful summer!!!  - PBG

Our Book Club selection for August will be Prophets, Pitfalls and Principles by Bill Hamon.  Pay close 
attention to his 10 M’s - they will help you to see the Holy Spirit in those messengers truly bringing God’s 
Word to us.

The 5 Love Languages by Gary Chapman

Patricia Beall Gruits

Listen to the Music
Roll Out The RED CARPET
Friday, July 23rd • 6:00 pm • $10 • All proceeds to go toward missions.
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