




four feet.  At the same time, 
about two feet of white-capped 
waves rushed over the bow.  
All of us were soaked as the 
boat plunged head first toward 
the bottom of the lake.  AND 
THERE WE WERE… NO LIFE 
JACKETS!  The life jackets were 
stored in the chest on which I 
was seated.

I sat there wide-eyed, stunned 
and in shock.  I was facing death 
by drowning, because I cannot 
swim!

Wow!  What a hopeless feeling!  
Was this it?  Had my time come?

I visualized the news media 
reporting on the tragic death of 
nine persons, drowning without 
life jackets, whose boat capsized 
on Higgins Lake.

Thank God, Chris Callas was 
quick to yell, “Run to the back of 
the boat!” which was totally out 
of the water, motor and all.  The 
shift in weight caused the boat to 
level out.  Hallelujah!  Chris’ quick 
instinct saved us from a tragic 
accident.

We comforted our rescued 

guests and quite emotionally 
thanked God for sparing our lives; 
showing us His favor and mercy.

I thank the Lord for saving us.  
You are never too old for God to 
reveal Himself to you.  Afterward, 
my mind was flooded with the 
thought; what a catastrophe this 
could have been, to have life jack-
ets but not to have put them on.

How many people have stored 
their salvation in a box like Harry 
had done with the life jackets 
and when an emergency arises 
they are unprepared?  Yes, the 
life jackets were on the boat, but 
what good were they underneath 

the seat?  I was actually sit-
ting on our source of salvation.  
This was a wakeup call for me 
and maybe it is as well for you!  
How many people are carelessly 
sitting upon their salvation; not 
using it for its intended purpose?

I am known as a “story teller” 
when I preach or teach.  Where 
do I get all these story illustra-
tions?  They are all true events 
that happen in my life.  Here is 
yet another story I will not forget 
that happened in the summer of 
2010.

Do you realize the current 
events of the day are signs of 
the soon coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ?  Are you prepared 
to meet Jesus Christ’s sudden 
return?  The Bible says, He will 
come at an hour you think not... 
like a thief in the night!  Totally 
unexpected!  Do you have your 
life jacket on?

ARE YOU READY?
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Haitians improvise - this baby 
bathes using buckets.
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Rhema Book Club

This month we read The Blood by Benny Hinn.  This powerful book 
explores the history of the blood covenant between God and His people.  
Throughout the Bible, there are multiple examples of this most extreme 
promise from our Father.  During the Last Supper, Jesus says to His 
disciples “This cup is the New Covenant in My blood.”  
(Corinthians 11:25)

Too often we see our family members move away from 
God’s love.  We feel helpless as we watch them make poor 
choices with devastating outcomes.  But Pastor Benny Hinn 
reminds us that there is power in all of us: “Behold, I give 

you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. He who is in you is greater than he 
who is in the world.”  (John 4:4)  Pray strong prayers and tell Satan to remove his hands 
from your family.  Ask the blood of Christ to cover and protect them.

“Receive the Lord and be saved, you and your house.”  (Acts. 16:31)
As you finish each chapter, use the discussion guide and your Bible to gain a deeper understanding of 

this covenant and how God has used it throughout time to bind us to Him as a people of God.
“Prayer can do anything God can do; for the arm of God responds to the touch of prayer.  All the 

infinite resources of God are at the command of prayer.” - R.A.Torrey

October’s selection will be Taking on Goliath by Barbara Yoder.  This wonderful book offers encourage-
ment from the life of David to strengthen our faith in today‘s troubled world.  May God bless each and every 
one of you. I cannot tell you what strength I draw from your prayers and support. I thank you all.  - PBG

The Blood by Benny Hinn

Patricia Beall Gruits

The Understanding God text has been used for 
decades as a guide to lead people to a personal and 
dynamic relationship with Christ.  Joy Hughes Gruits 
who worked with the author, Patricia Beall Gruits, on 
the latest edition of Understanding God developed the 
accompanying Student Workbook and Teacher Guide.  
She is an award-winning educator and Bible teacher who 
brings 20 years of experience in teaching this course.
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586.323.1730 • www.cccsterling.org

Classes Start
Wednesday, October 6th

Call for more information.
Taught by Joy Hughes Gruits

Understanding God Classes Now Being 
Offered at Community Christian Church

Find An Understanding
God Class
Experience the life-
changing power of God 
through the doctrines 
of Christ!  Call the 
office or visit our 
website for a listing.
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